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UNCLAS FLORENCE 0441 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, IT 

SUBJECT: REPORTED RESIGNATION OF TUSCAN REGIONAL PRESIDENT 
LELIO LAGORIO 

REF: FLORENCE 0417 

1 . FROM PRESS AND OTHER SOURCES WE NOW LEARN HAT PRINCIPAL 
REASON FOR TIMING OF QUASI-ANNOUNCEMENT OF RESIGNATION OF 
LELIO LAGORIO FROM PRESIDENCY TUSCAN REGIONAL GOVERNMENT 
(PARA. 3 REFTEL) IS TO PERMIT REGIONAL PARTY ORGANIZATION 

BEGIN CONSULTATIONS AMONG THEMSELVES CONCERNING HIS SUCCESSOR. 
EVEN HOUGH LAGORIO HAS MADE NO OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS 
RESIGNATION IT SEEMS CLEAR TO US THAT IT WILL TAKE PLACE IN 
SEPTEMBER. PRESS AND OTHER SOURCES AGREE THAT PCI WAS FIRST 
POLITICAL PARTY TO BE INFORMED WITH ALL OTHER PARTIES 
REPRESENTED IN REGIONAL ASSEMBLY BEING INFORMED LATER SAME 
DAY. CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS QUOTED AS SAYING THEY ARE PLEASED 
WITH OPEN AND CANDID PROCEDURE FOLLOWED BY SOCIALISTS IN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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THIS MATTER. 

2. PRESS MPW REFERS TO LAGORIO AS QUOTE SHADOW MINISER OF 
INTERIOR UNQUOTE IN ATTEMPT DEVISE A TITLE TO COVER HIS NEW 
RESPONSIBILITIES IN ROME. 

3. MARIO LEONE STILL BEING MENTIONED AS MOST PROBABLE 
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SUCCESSOR TO LAGORIO. DURING A CONVERSATION AT A CEREMONY 
WE BOTH ATTENDED LEONE TOLD ME HE DID NOT CONSIDER HIS 
ELECTION TO SUCCEED LAGORIO AT ALL ASSURED AND THAT HE BELIEVED 
IT TO BE A MISTAKE TO OPEN UP THIS MATTER PUBLICLY SO SOON. 

GORDON 
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